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Betty Voss, BVM

Mary and | lived and taught togetherat Mundelein College in the 1970s and 1980s. Duringthat time, her physical
challenges were many but her wonderful personality shonethrough itall. She was a delightful friend and, as so
many of you know, an excellentteacher. During my tenure at Mundelein, | often took a class, when my teaching
schedule would allow, and thatincluded more than one class with Mary. She was always well-prepared, gave
depth of background to her subject matter, insightful commentary relevant to current events, and was a gifted
facilitator of classroom discussion.

Her popularity as a teacherwas attested to ina recent conversation with Sue Rink, who was academicdean at the
time. She described Mary as a gifted and popularteacherand that herclasses would fill up promptly at
registrationtime. Then students who didn’tgetin would come to herto see if she couldgetthemin. | asked Sue if
she did that and she said, “l think | did a few times.” Sue then asked me toinclude her praise of Mary in my words
today.

After| came to Mount Carmel to live in March of 2019, | was able to see more of Mary. And at each chat session
we had overlunchorin herroom, she would bring up a particular memory. Some of Mary’s classes metin the
evening—6to9 for instance—and afterward she, |, and a group of students would head over Hamilton'’s, a
favorite watering hole on Broadway. There, overaglass of brew, we’d chat, laugh, continue to probe issuesand to
solve the world’s problems—political, spiritual, and everythingin between. It was a great experiencefor all of us.

Mary, as you know, that project of solving the world’s problems is not complete. | hope you are enjoying great
peace knowingthatyour many students and friends, inspired by the learning, wisdom, and genuine care forall
humanity thatyouinstilledin us, continuethe work of building abetterworldin your name. God b less and thank
you, Mary

Tom and Linda Donahey, brother and sister-in-law

Six-year-old Mary was not too pleased when her parents brought home her new baby brother, Tom. As the story
goes, she tried to sell himto the mailman fora nickel. Her version of the story was she wanted at least a dime for
him.

Mary was very athleticand very competitive with hertwo olderbrothers. Mary loved her farm cats. When she
saw herolderbrothersteasingone of her cats, she defended hercat by chasing her brothers across t he yard with
a gas pipe.

At the age of 11, she came down with polio and spentseven monthsin the hospital. Her mother would make the
100-mile round trip to see herevery otherday. After polio, herathleticdays were limited, and she devoted her
time to herstudies.

Mary graduated salutatorianin her high school class. Heronly B was in home economics, which was probably a
highergrade than she deserved. Mary graduated from Creighton University with adegree in math. She turned



downjob offers from several major companies; she had already decided to devote herlife to the BVMs. Mary was
always very supportive of herfamily and the BVMSisters.

Bette Donahey, sister-in-law

I metMary in 1965 during my firsttrip to Panora, lowa, after| married herbrother, Dan. She was Sister Mary
Thomas Daniel—in afull habit with a [BVM] companionintow. She was a little intimidating. | later knew her as
just Mary. She was an amazing person who overlooked her many challenges while serving others. She had polio at
age 10 and spent many monthsinthe hospital. Laterin life, polio returned as Post-Polio Syndrome.

Mary’s intellect was only eclipsed by her giving nature. She took early retirement so that she could care for her
agingand infirm parents, Dan and Lottie. Because of Mary, they could remainin theirown home. Mary’s sacrifice
was a true giftto them. Mary was the epitome of love, humility, faith, friendship, and caring. She was a good
example forall of us. We will miss herdearly. Restin peace, dear Mary.

Mike Donahey, nephew
When | think of Aunt Mary, | think of four primary things: herintelligence, her courage dealing with polio, her
interestin publicand church affairs, and her commitmentto family.

Intelligence. Everyone who knew Mary knew she was extremely brightand a great college professor. | had the
sense, butneverknew forsure, that she could be a very demanding professor as well. Her contributions will live
on inthe hundreds of former students who were lucky enough to have herasa teacherand professorat Clarke,
Mundelein, or Loyola.

Couragedealing with polio. My father Dan, who was 13 months olderthan Mary, admired her courage very much.
She was a vigorous and athleticyoung girl before polio and one can onlyimagine how frightening notonly her
initial polio treatments, butalso later back surgeries were forher. She dealt with polio and its aftereffects and
severe pain with courage and remarkably good cheer. Itis my hope that herreward in heavenis even greater
because of the suffering she endured over herlifetime. As the Biblesays, “Blessed isthe one who perseveres
undertrial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to
those wholove him.”

Interestin public and church affairs. Aunt Mary had strongand well thought out political views and views about
the direction of the church. Her strongly held political views led to many loud but good-natured debates during
family visits. l also recall being with Aunt Mary and witnessing herimmediate reaction when it was announcedin
1978 that the College of Cardinals had selected Karol Wojtyta as the new pope. | won’t write more about her
political views otherthan to say herfeelings about passing from this Earth during the current presidential
administration are likely very similarto those of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg.

Commitment to family. By family, lmean not only herbirth family, butalso her BVM family. Others can speak to
her60 yearsas a BVM much betterthan| can, but it was evidentto all herstrongfeelings forher BVMsisters.
When Sister Lynn Winsor called to tell usthat Aunt Mary had passed, the first thought I had was of the wonderful
reunion with her mother, father, and brothers, Mike and Dan, that was occurring at that time in heaven,
particularly with her mother Lottie, with whom she shared an uncommonly close bond. In the late 1990s, Aunt
Mary took a leave of absence from herteachingtolive with and care for her motherin her final years. That meant
so much to Grandma Lottie and enabled herto remain athome until her passingin 1999.

We all admired Aunt Mary and will miss hervery much and hope to be reunited with herin Heaven someday.
Virginia(Ginny) Donahey Procuniar, first cousin

Some of the besttimes of my childhood were the days we spentoutat Dan and Lottie Donahey's farm playing
with our cousins, and Mary was a part of that. Then | rememberwhat | feltwhen | heard about her decisionto



jointhe convent. It was surprising butalso special, and | knew then that she would have an interesting life and be
takento places she could not evenimagine.

We all knew Mary was brilliant, but she was also very kind, empathetic, and a good listener. When my father
John, heruncle, was dyingin 1986, she reached outto him with a beautifulletter that | know brought him
comfort.

| was lucky enough to getto visitthe new home in Dubuque and experienced the hospitality of Mary and the
othersisters as we shared a variety of wines and cheeses. And one thing | discovered before that—to be able to
sitand have a long conversation with her was almost like beingin a masterclass.

Charlotte Donahey Coppess, first cousin

Mary was a unique person. She had that warmth and charismathat drew you to her. She was alwaysinterestedin
others. | enjoyed conversing with herand, of course, herintellect was intriguing. | am so happy that in summer
2019 Jay and| gotto spenda day with her. We arrived forlunch and thenvisited for hours with Sister Mary about
family memories and looked at photos. Sister Vivian joined in too and they recounted some humorous moments
preparingfora trip out west with Sister Mary's parents!

My dad, herUncle John, had a great relationship with Sister Mary. They loved visiting with one another. There
was a special bond there since they both had struggled with polio as children. | will miss seeing her at family
eventsandl'll especially miss hersenseof humor!

Lisa Stacy, niece

My memories of Aunt Mary are from cross stitching George Washington with hertryingto teach me, but I, being
very stubborn, wantingto do it myself, to having her show me how to be a cat whisperer. She was always patient
with me. My best memory was having a discussion with Aunt Mary, Grandma, and Grandpa about the picture on
the fridge. lalways thoughtit was me but did not remember ever wearing the outfit. Butit was really Aunt Mary
at the age | was then, probably about 10. We looked liketwins. | guess thatis part of the Donahey way.

When | got ready for college you, Mary, were there to help me again to getto go to Chicago and do so many
things. I neverreally said thank you forthat opportunity. Butam truly blessed that | got to go to Mundeleinand
Loyola. | have so many great memories of that time. After college it was still fun to visit you. You always had a new
story about yourbrothersto tell; it wasfun to listentoo. | wish now | had recorded them.

You are myonlytrue aunt. | am blessed and will try to be more like you inthe future, hoping to make you proud.
You were an amazing person, loving spirit, and funny storyteller. Miss you and love always.

Mark Donahey, nephew

| will always remember my Aunt Mary's kind smile, good cheer, intense curiosity, and genuine interestin others.
She always made me and othersfeel welcome to visit, share, and learn. | hope | can do bettertofollow her
example.

Wendy Cotter, CSJ

| was brand new assistant professor of New Testamentinthe Loyola Theology Departmentin 1991 when | first
met Sister Mary. She had a glow of kindness and lightaround her, her wonderful smile and her spirit of gracious
collegialityinall ourendeavors and to everyone. She was such a gifted person, knowledgeable and wise. | know
sheis prayingfor us all, this, herfirst Christmas, there in the heart of its meaning.



Mary Anne Hoope, BVM

| firstmet Mary when|was a novice. She came to teach Vatican Il documents. She made the Council come alive.
Mary and | were then members of the religious studies faculty at Mundelein. | was the chairperson of the
departmentuntil | wentto Africaand Mary was always a supportive faculty member.

| so admired Mary, especially when she beganteachingat Loyola. Never did she complain about navigating
Sheridan Road or the Loyola campus. In fact, Mary never complained. She was always cheerful. | always visited
Mary when | came to Mount Carmel and will miss hergreatly. lam so happy hersuffering has ende d.

Nancy McCarville, associate, former BVM, Set of 1960

My vignette of Mary Donahey spotlights herdry sense of humor! Enteringin 1960, the yearJFK was running for
president, Mary had been an active Young Democrat at Creighton University. limagineshe missed the fervor of
the campaign as postulants soon found themselves cut off fromthe news. Maybe that's why Sister Mary
Benedictaintroduced Saturday morning current events sessions led by Mary! Earlier this year, | asked herif she
remembered relating news to us from the podium. She said that actually it was she and another postulant
working together. Neither of us could rememberthe other person's name but with a little chuckle, Mary added, "I
believe she was aRepublican!" More than her quiet playful words, | appreciated her authenticself.

Nancy McCarthy, BVM

When the set of 1960 entered, the six of us who had already graduated from college took some classes together,
so got to know each otherin ways different from what the rest of our huge set experienced. Mary was one of us
and alwaysthe one | wentto when| neededto make sense out of life, especiallylifein the postulate and
novitiate. She always had something so sensibleto offer. Eventhough | spent many yearsin Chicago during the
time that Mary lived there, we really didn't see each other much, unfortunately. I've always regretted this. When |
moved back to Mount Carmel two years ago, | again often asked Mary about things that didn't quite make sense.
My mostrecent memories of herinclude the last Sunday of the month socials, when we used to gatherand our
setwouldreserve atable. Mary and herfriend Marie Fitzpatrick always seemed to enjoy the sharing. We were all
especially happy that Mary was able to join us forour 60th jubilee celebrationin July, both forthe liturgy and
dinner. Mary istruly one of the treasures of our set. I'm sure we've all learned many lessons from her. Thank you,
Mary.

Dorothy (Dodie) Dwight, BVM

Mary was a brilliantand unassuming woman; an excellent teacher who readily could make Lonergan simple and
understandableatthe dinnertable; and a keen conversationalist who, during her decades in Chicago, kept
abreast of not only national and lllinois politics but also the political scene in lowa.

That being said, what stands out mostabout Mary in my mind's eye are: first, herresilience and determinationin
meetinglife's challenges; and second, her quick witand the mischievous, impish smile orready laugh that
invariably would follow one of her not-infrequent, under-her-breath quips.

First, resilience and determination. Mary's great determination, i.e. the 'fighter'in Mary, was born of physical
sufferingand mobility issues from having contracted polio asa young person. Mary did not let her physical
challenges stop herfrom livinglife as fully as possible. | clearly can see herin postulant garb, 'running' toward me
on the basketball courtin the barn at Mount Carmel during recreation, entering fully into the challenge of the
game;and | recall hearing the story of her having been state ping pong champion while in college at Creighton.
Notone to be tied down by extensive, serious spinal surgery in her middle years and asubsequent, lengthy
recovery period, Mary returned to full-timeteachingin graduate and undergraduate religious studies at
Mundelein. In herlastyears of teaching at Mundelein and then Loyola, she would drive herelectricscooterat
such a fast clip onthe sidewalks between classes that you had better watch out!



Second, quick wit/sense of humor. To visualize Mary's beautiful, wide, always welcoming smile when oureyes
would meet, and to hear her hearty laugh after one of her comebacks or that of another person at table, still gives
me great joy.

Nick Patricca, a former colleague of Mary for decadesin the Department of Religious Studies, emailed thisline
about Mary following news of herdeath: “l hope the saints and angels enjoy Mary's wit as much as we did.” |
think they are doingso right now!

Becky (Margaret) Nelle, former BVM, Set of 1960

| am flooded with good memories of our Mary Donahey. She makes my spirit soar. On our firsteveningin the
postulate, Mary approached me with a question: “Are you related to a John Molloy who attended Creighton
University?” My answerwasa quick, “Yes, he is my first cousin!” She wenton to tell me they worked togetheron
the John F. Kennedy presidential campaign. A card game of bridge one evening at Wright Hall was a blast. And
most recent, a phone chat in Septemberwhich | cutshort when | realized her difficulty in managingthat. |
followed thatup with a lengthy letter.

Agnes Marie (Dee Dee) Keena, BVM

Mary and | entered with 116 otheryoungwomeninJuly of 1960. Mary, by her example, taught me the value of
listening with an open heartand mind. | realize that those who are viewing this livestream cannot see the picture |
sent. It was one of my last visits with Mary. She was wearing a patch-quilt-like skirt. 1 told herthat skirt could
probably tell herlife’s story. Foronce she asked me a question, “What do you mean?” | told herthat Carl Arico
wrote a chapter on “Making a Spiritual Quilt.” He related that the master quilterselects her pieces of many
shapesandsizes. The challenge is arranging the pieces of different sizes and patterns togetherto create a ‘one-of-
a-kind’ quilt. I told Mary that, like her skirt, herlife’s journey was “one of a kind,” filled many different
experiences with hundreds of different people. Inthe end, you the ‘quilter’ and the beholders ( the thousands of
people you have touched) will look upon yourwork, your quilt, and be amazed and transformed. Oh yes, Mary
responded to my explanation with one word and a smile, “Interesting.” | am so grateful | followed that response
with, “Mary, you have always listened to me. | know you could lecture or write a book about what| tell you, but
you are interestedin what | have to say.” She smiled and said, “Well, if you truly listen to each person who comes
your way, you can always learn something new. Dee Deg, | have learned something new from you today.” | would
like to believethat whenthe Lord came to invite Mary home, the words she spoke were, “Speak Lord, your
servantislistening.”

Kathryn (Kitty) Lawlor, BVM

When | heard an elderly gentleman who had been apoliovictimsayona TV news program that, "No one ever
recovered from polio," | asked Mary if that were true. She nodded her head, "Yes." Mary told me that when she
was isolated asayoung childin a sanitariumin Des Moines with polio, her mother, when she visited her, would
stand on the grounds beneath a window outside Mary's room and shout to her. At one time her motherclimbed a
ladderto the window calling Mary's name. Mary opened the window and as she was talking to her mothera
sanitarium nurse spied what was happeningand closed the window.

Dolores Dooley, friend
Mary Donahey was a very dear friend. Living with Mary while at Mundelein College years ago left memories that
have nurtured my heart and soul. She will be sorely missed.



